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iy first glimose of the Aleutian Islands wes from
e porthole on the Army transnort, St. iiihiel. It was the
nost desolate, forbidding terrain I heve ever seen.
From the ocean's edee the snow covered mountains reared
their nesks into the hovering, ever-nresent overcast
that we were to leern to curse for its shutting out of
the sunshine thest we hed taken for granted the lerger
nortion of our lives.

The Aleutian Islands are a volcanic chain of high
mountains rising out of the Worth Pecific between Alaska

and Siberia. There among fogs and sudden storms, the

world is still in the making. Volcanoes blow rings of

steam and smoke into the =atmosnhere, and active ones
can be seen from eslmost any island. Islets »on out of
the water and then mysteriously vanish again, FEerth-
cuskes make and unmake harbors, cliffs, beaches, and
caves.

The shortest route bzstween the United 3States and
Japan lies through Alaska and the Aleutians. From
Attu to Tokyo is only 1,750 miles. From Attu to Pare-
mushiro in the Northern Xuriles is 650 miles. ‘'‘hoever
controls the Aleutians has a flanking position on the
whole North Pacific Ocean;

In June of 1942, the Javps seized Attu snd Kiska
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and remained & constant threst until Auzust 1943 when

they were r'inally driven off. To defend the Aleutians
agalnst attack, thous=nds of imericeuns were strtioned

oh the various island bases.

Of all the United Ctetes outvorts the Aleutians
orobably tie wiidest end most inhospitable. There
nc trees on t:re islands. 1In tie summer the valleys

are covered by green tundra, znd the tempersture seldom

goes above 60°, In the three summers I wrs there, the

o . . .
warmest day wes 65°. 'the islends are enveloped in

almost nernetual fog. Sometimes there are as nany as
250 rainy deys a year and as few 25 elrht clear deys.

Pl

Flying 1s eslways censerous, and nasviration o7 shins
fthrough tne narrow rocky cheannels of the islands is e
task for skilled hancs only.

Our transn»ort moved wscstward of D'utech Herbor on
the easterr. tin of Unalaska Island. Until this time
those of us aboard were positive our destinetion wves
dutch Harbor, the navy's so-called Pearl Harbor of the
North. In a matter of nours we nosed into the sheltered
cove of Chernofski. The battalion of infantry wss soon
abosrd several fishing barges, and the grizvzled old

fisherman headed for the rough w=ter of the Fering Sea

again., 1In about 5 hours we head slowly struggled through
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the treacherous currents of Umnek rass, and we we~e on
the btlack sand beeches of Umnax Island.

Once ashore we found a small garrison of troops,

a battalion of the 153rd. Infantry Regiment, an artilil-
ery battery, en aanti-aircraft battery (improvised},

two comvanies of 802nd. Engineers, and & quertermaster
detechment. ‘e moved inland from the besch & short
distence and nitched vup tents on the mershv tundra.

Then we sterted getting =2cauainted with our new surround-
ings.

The terrain wes swampy bogs of grass end moss,
volcanic ash, and rock.' Vezetation consisted of grasses
end, to our amazement, trees and busnes were non-existent.
cne of tae first thoughts of our treining days wes that
no conceelment from sir observetion existed except
the overceaest that hovers over tae islends. For nsasty
clinste and terrain tiiese islands are in a cless by them-
selves. They are the westher ‘ectory of Worth Americe;
where toe werm winds of tne Iacific end the icy blasts
of the ‘rctic meet and brew the foul weether of the islands.

After cetting orcanized and looking with dicstaste
uopon our nev surroundings, we fell to work to accom-
plish the job =t hand. it did not teke lonr to formulste
an estimate of the situation and to reelize how insade-

guate our equipment and supolies were for the wet,
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cold tyne of climate of the Aleutians.

e feli to work unlosding beroes of armunition,
rations, tentsre .G orzanization ecuinment. Tne beach
work was bacxbresking es everythine wes done by hend--
slowl> and laborisusly. Lur rission becsme =2pperent when
bargas of alr.’ene runway steel sterted arriving. The
5,00V nound bunales were broken oven =nd stacked on the
beach nrior to a trek ialsnd to 8 locetion that the
Lir Jorns voastruction cngineers had selected for =
runwey. € carriea the sections of runway oteel inlend
anvroximately three miles., Here is where the tern
"nigsc-antineg” eorang up. Seeing the nen moving single
file inland from the besch site, cerrying sectlons of
runwey steel for tae sirstrin »e were to build, re-
minded us of ents.

The only available engineer equiprment able to nick
its way scross country to a limited distance was
bulldozers which were needed to level the runway strip.
“verything else hed to be broken down into man-sized
loads to be carried. The deep mud swallowed any whecled
vehicles that were able toget through the sand dunes
at the beaches.

In approximately two weeks & makeshift airstrio

wes ready for planes. VWhen e PAO sgquadron arrived,
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we felt that et least we had furthered the war effort
a little.

The fact thet we were rushed to the Aleutiens in
a heohszard manner did pay off on June 2nd snd 3rd,
1942. The Jap was casting 2 two-nronged offensive at
Alagska and at hidway. Admiral King chose to throw his
bigrest defensive punch toward ilidwey end fight with
what wes on hand in the Aleutians.l

The bettle began on June 2, 1942. Thst dasy the
westher wes so thick that 2 verson standing on one
end of the runwey was unable to see a P,B.Y. landing
until it wes almost on the runway. Jap carrier nlanes
hit Dutch Harbor. Anti-sircraft fire drove them off,
and knocked down sore. The new field at Umnak wss not
notified immediately thet the sttnck on Dutech Harbor
was in orogress. Therefore, the fighter vleanes et the
field did not get to the Navy base until it wss too
late. The following day the iighter nlanes made their
weight felt.

In the meantime a P.B.Y. on patrol, easing through
a rift in the overcest, popmed out over a Jap task
force--two carriers, cruisers, and a screen of destroyers.
Pueking in and out of the overcsst, he radioed for heln,

Another I.B.Y. led Army Flying Fortresses and llarsuders

1. Time liagazine. llarch 22, 1943. Pace 49,
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from the Army Base at Cold Bay to the snot. Theyv blested
through the fog, got 2 hit on one of the carriers, and
sent the vessels scurrying out of range.

The following day the Jap threw his second air
attack at Dutch Harbor. <(ne group of nlenes on the wéy
to strike Duteh Harbor flew across the new field we had
constructed. Some P40's in the air at the time imme-
diately attacked them and there was a nice show while
they knocked down four survrised Jap zeros. At Duteh
Harbor the Army P4LO's from our new field were waiting for
the second thrust. Betwcen them end anti-sircraft fire,
twenty attzckers were knocked down and a battle was
won. Dutch Harbor was safe from an attack thet if
successful could heave endangered all of Alaske and might
have been a threat to the United States' Northwest.

After the Japs withdrew westward and established
therselves on Kiska and Attu, our immediste concern
other than getting sup:lies ashore was to make a ground
reconnaissance in order to draw up defense olens for
our island base.

An outpost system was set up to function nurely
as a werning system to enable the troons of the garrison
who were working on the beach, bullding rosds and
extendine the eirstrin, to take un a verimeter defense.

2. IPID
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The plen was to hold a smell areas neer the beach and

control the sun-ly dumpns thest were gradually building

up. In a locstion where all supnlies hans to be carried
unon the backs of men, it set a premium on locisticel
suoport. 7ith the weight of equinment it was necessery
for troops to have, individuals could only cerry
enough clothing, amrunition, and food for three days.
After thet it wculd be necescary for 2 resupoly by
sending as meny or more trocps as we could meintain
in a fight to the rear to "piss-ant" supnlies forwerd.
After deciding how we would defend, outposts were
set up on all likely landings besches of which there
were three other than the one at our beachhead. OUne
was placed on the Bering Sea apvroximately 20 miles
north of the airstrin and connected with the cdmmand
post by wire. It wes menned by two rifle souads.
Another wes located approximately 25 miles west
of the airstrip on the Pacific Ocean. This wes manned
by a rifle vletoon {(minus one squad) which established
a lookout at a sheltered cove located 10 miles directly
north on the Bering Sea. All three outrosts were
tied by wire to the battalion commend nost switchboard.
The outposts were supnlied by sesa; once 2 rionth a tug

beached & berce load with raticons and cosl for the
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troons manning the lookouts. ‘the rocky ledges @nd
clif.s along the beaches prevented cetioillar treins
from reaching the cutnosts by land.

Personnel manning the outnosts were rotated every
two weeks in order to rcouesint everyone with the ter-
rain and give them a rest fr.m the berch work. #nother
security method wes to send a »nlatoon leader znd three
or more men on a patrol around the ed~e of the islend.
This wes one of the toughest essignments anyone could
drav. Tare sroup would carry #s little sguinrent as
noscibtle and then losd up with raticns, corsjsting
of rice, raisins end smoked selmon which ‘~e tugdo=t
snerators taught us L0 orepare.

e trin around the island wes very rucsed, 28
weikins on the sandy beech or in the tun.r- alrost
hroke your legs and basck. .hen patrols came to imnaés-
able n~leces, they hsd to climb one side of the moun-
tain and s}ide down the other. -£t tiries natrols trigd
to take short cuts on cleesr deys, but the fog would
close in within a period of 10 to 15 minutes end
visibility would be reduced from 25 to 50 ysrds, thus
hemrering operstions. At times like these patrols

often cot lost. Theén they would locate a mountsin

stream and follow it tc the beach, re-orient themselves
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end continue their mission. ‘hen a gro:n would stagger
in from one of these patrols, they would be totally
exhausted and often completely out of food, The petrols
did eccomolish many things. They learned the terrain,
checked on the outnosts, insured that Jeps would be
detected if they moved in at e remote snot, and
leerned how to live in the wet, cold climete.

Our life soon beceme a monotoncus routine of
construction worx. Some men, building the badly
needed roads, did pick and shovel work. Others wers
on the airstrip improving end lengthening it. At the
beach the work wes done on the ration dum» or coal
nile for a twelve hour shift, then a march back to the
comnany erea through the bottomless mud wes necessary
to complete the day. The work went on in two shifts
a day seven days a week. IFinally the endless grind
was interrupted on August 1st, 1942, when Company "I
138th Infantry and Cormpeny "AM™ 802 Air Corns
Construction Engineers received orders to move west-
ward to another island and build a runway for emergency
landincs of the nlenes thet were bombing the island of
Kiska,

Vhen we moved ouﬁ,we were short of equivment,

because & wWilliwaw hed struck suddenly and crushed the
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dock where eguinment wes stacxed. Half of our tent-

L ]
ece and other supnlies went into the sea, and no resupply

was available.
After the storm had subsided and the seas had
calmed, the remaining equipment was loaded on barges

and shuttled across to the same harbor where we hed

deberked. ifere the shin "Chericoff" loesded us end moved
slowly out into the foggy Bering Sea.

Aboasrd tae ship we found a2 heavy weepons coripany
of the 37th Infantry, commanded by Cantain Owen BE.
Woore from Dutch Harbor. The task force for the new
islend stepning stone consisted of one rifle company,
one heavy weapons compsny, and one engineer company.
Cantain Otha B. Rewlings, the senior officer, took
commend. The ship captain told us thet his orders
were to land the units ou Atka Island. In & few hours
two destroyers from Duteh Herbor jolned us t0O escort
the shiv. VWhen we pulled into a bay at Atke Island,
a Navy sea plane landed alongside, end Colonel Jesse
Graherm boarded the ship to teke command of the troops.
The landing craft that was supposed 1o arrive =2t the
sere time we did, for some reeson, did not arrive.
A short time leter 2 Navy sup:ly shiop wss tornedoed

end sunk by a submerine, so tae ship c=ptein decided
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to land the troops in life hosal Tiie troops vere
unloaded two nlatoons at a2 tin L.y aroun wes the
firet ashore. .0 oubt we were an unrilitary sicht.
‘ne life boat with a notor towed two others in shuttling
the troorns from ship to sihore.

Ashore there wes o smell Aleutian village th-~t
ned recentl; been bombed and vartially purned. €
ranidly moved inlen to teke some nich zround. the
troons that were followlinzr hit the beach and started
un.oseding ecui ment from lifebosts os fast as rossible.

The followine day e fishine tug showed un with

two rerres. ithin five desys the shin wss digcharced
, J L )

arc work wes under wey on a lendins strin in tae sand
dunes along the be=ch.

By the time s chin had arrived with runway csteel,
the levelines of the runvey strin weas anoroximately
hal? completed. The englneer cormany leveled the runway,
snd tre infantry comcanles meintained outnosts, un-
loaded cargo from tihe ships, verformed tioe beach work,
end 12id vunwey steel. The Jep opnosition was by
searlers bombing end submarine activity. The-presence
of Jan scout plenes that were keepinz @& check on the

progress ol the runway spurred the men to get the run-

wzy in es ranidly as possible. 'The anti-aircraft
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delense consisted of passive measures. There were about
ten 20 millimeter Nevy guns on the beech that were to0
hesvy to move from the shoreline, and, &s & result,

they were not in »ositione to fire. They were aban-
doned until roads could be built for moving them inlend.

Cur chief oroblems were weether and the tundra.
Bven the hillsides w:re sw=mpy, excent at the places
where bleck volcanic rock protruded.

The troops mcoved inlend ebout & mile end a hsalf.
Holes were dug into the hillsides for vyramidel tents.
“hen the tents were not dug in the helght of the side-
walls, the constant wind whipped them to shreds in
thiﬁty to forty-five days.

Outposts were set un by a minimum number of
troons. All others were used at the beech asnd on the
runway. The work wes pushed to the limit of the men's
endurance dey after day. Because of the he=vy physical
vork and long hours of duty, many men suffered rupture.

it wes S.0.P. for any man who mrde a trip to
the beach, regsrdless of how fatigued he wes, to carry
a seck of coel or something needed in the compeny
area upon his return trip.

In the construction of the runwey, equipment

broke down ranidly. Within three weeks, twenty
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engineer dump trucks and six 23 ton G.iL.C.'s all
broke sxels on the seme side except one. Farts were
not available, and tae work loed was increased by the

failure of mechanical equipment.

Coel, oil drums, rations, and so forth had to

be dregeed, pushed, or carried o.f the besch into the
protection of higher ground. This wes a preceuticon
against the dreaded Williwaw, freak wind of the Aleutiens.,
It would strike with such sudden force thest within
tweniy minutes it scemed as if the howling wind and
churnine weters would tesr swey the rockbound coassts.

In snite of weather and mechanicael feilures of
equipment, construction wes viched on the runvay,
and it was sufficiently compnleted for fighter use
prior to the 1lsnding on Adak.

on August 30, 1942, Adak Island wes occupled by
Tnited States forces consisting mainly of the 4th
Infantry Regimeny, one btattelion of the 37th Infantry
snd 138th Infantry, plus a heavy comolinment of engineers.
The lsnding wes unopposed and hed tne =anpeerance of
a plenned and co-ordinated militery operation. Prior
to the landing, Alaskan scouts were put ashore by
submarine, and they scouted tae nortion of tihe island
where the lendinz wes mece to insure thet the Jens did

not surprise tie landing group.
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Lshore the engineers went to work buildine 2

L

fighter plene strip. Ly the fourth dey e test olene

landed on it, end by the tenth dey it wss resdy for
btomber use.

An engineer officer received a promotion because
of a plan ne proposed for construction of the landing
strip. A dyke was built to channel a stream, and the
0ld stream bed was smoothed out with e minimum -f work,
and runway steel was laid. By Sentember 14, 1942,

. bombers had begun to nound wniska every day with comnlete
fighter escort.3 ine work on Adek from the day of
the initial landins hes orogresced until it is now
the larrest hevy and vcround force brse in the s=leutisns,

Arerican trooons l-nded on <mchitka Isleand only
60 miles from the maln Jan bese Kisks, on Janusry 12,
1943. The landing wes executed beneath an umbrella
of fighters from Adak. .verythin Was proceed ing

. according to plen when a uWavy destroyer nosed into
Constantine Harbor. Abtoard were nine scouts of the
Al?ska Combat Intelligence rlatoon and thirty infantry-
men, They had the assignment of naddling ashore in
rubber boats and steking ocut lending be-ches and

troop-dispersal sreas for the occupation force which

— wes due in & few hours.

3. Lifs Merazine., llay 1, 13943. Page 5.
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Landing operetions tegan and troops want ashore

through icy weters. The tempersture Of these wrlers
wes 38° with 2 variation of only 2° between surmer
and winter.lP Thev bezan stockineg sun lies in the wind
shipned snow, and digging in for sone Xind of shelter.
They survived immsdiste but ineffective bombines
and started work at once on an airfield. By February
16th, tons cf steel mats for vplene runweys vere ashore,
and P-3¢ fishters were sweeving uv into the gele
swirled fog to paste iiska. Tairty-five days after
it was occupied, a runwey was completed, and #mchitka
hed air nrotecticn.

The cormander of the Amchitka operation was
Brizadier General Lloyd . Jones.

ilay 11, 1943, American troops lanaed on Attu
at three besches. At Scarlet berch on the northern
shore of the islend e srovisioneal battalion landed well
ahesd o¢ the main forces. The northern landing
force ceme in at "ied" berch just eround the noint
to the ~orth of Holtz ©sy. The southern landing
force moved onto the beaches of ilessacre bay. These
three landings calculeted to oen the Jepanese on the
eastern end of the island and push then es repidly
as nossible from their mein instellstions in Holtz

[
Ray area.,”

L. Yenk agszine. June 11, 1543. Page 9.
5 Uvr. 1st Lisutenant Robtert L. "Kenort on Attu

* - -y

Operetions." ey 11-16, 1943.
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Twenty deys later the American troons h=d teken
the island. 4n thne cold, rein end rountaln fog which
sametires limits-visibility to less than 1.0 fe=st,
the fighting was brief and bloody. Jen locses were
2,,00 killed and 25 captured. American losses were
566 killed and 1,442 wounded. Attu wss not an easy
bettleground for émericsns. Its coestline is rocxky
and oprecinitous which mekes leandings difficult. The
smell dep force oreferred death to surrencer. Instesd

of defendine tne beeches they withdrew to tne hills

ard made the infantrymen olg them o t with rifle and

bayonet;

The taking of Attu outflanked hiska and Azattu
Islands, and moved Americen forces within 750 miles of
Parmushiro (a big Japanese Laval base now 1n the hends
5f Kussia) and even closer to the present Ruscian
submerine base in the Xomondors+<l Islands. DBases on
Attu give the United States a chain Of naval and air
bases thet control tne north Pecific.

The Aleutian cempaign was completed with the
hnerican land ing on Kiska hugust 15, 1943. A United

States-Canadian force moved in on the lest Jap foot-
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hold in North America. The invasion of {iska Island

can nrobazbly be considered the most verfect dry—rﬁn
ever conduced by Americen torces. A large tesk force
was assembled, trained, and snecially eauiped for what
appeared to be a nission of extreme difficulty.
Uperetions were carried out until cerhaps the third
day after the initisl landing with g..1 out defense
or counter-attack by the enemy exdected at any time.
There was no absenceiaf realism in this "maneuver”.
1t was a very resl operation until our forces definitely
ascertained that the Japanese hed gvecueted.
Disemberkine from scores of landins bosts, allied
soldiers found insterd of 10,000 fanatic Japs whom
trer had expected, only vacent sun nositions, bhoohy
trecs, wrecked materisl, and an urcomnleted runway.
Tn the tundra and nué of the island were cunningly
constructed dugouts and implacements, knitted bv e web
of telephone lines. Arounc¢ Gertrude Cove were instell~
ations, hangars, and dumps that revealec the accurste
effects of see bombardment in contrest to the poor
showing made by air bombing which wss not very destruc-
time to the small well-hicden targets. Up from the bay,
1ittered with sunken or beasched Jav shins, tae shores

were stre  n with caches of tinned kelp, creckers,
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rice, rish, = efus vn a bleak nillside stood
the crossed 1o#s of the Shinto catewsry, stendinrs
guard over installations of tne isl=and.

The Janenese ev=custed the island under the

watcnful eyes of the Alr CJorns and Navy and vanished

into the rsecific Jcean es silently as they had arrived

in 1942,
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